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Survey about JSPS Grants-in-Aid (KAKENHI) for Neuroscientific Research

We will conduct a survey about the medium-sized review section of JSPS Grants-in-Aid
(KAKENH]I) for Neuroscientific Research. Even if you are not currently applying for the
medium-sized category, please consider the possibility of applying in the future.
Students are also encouraged to answer this survey, because JSPS fellows are screened
in the medium-sized category. The outcome of the survey will be used for improvement
of KAKENHI reviewing processes in the future.

Please answer to the survey from the following URL
https://forms.gle/4MQspy5vgkUKgPuw5

Currently, the review sections determined by the 2018 KAKENHI reform are applied, but
it has been pointed out that the number of applications to the medium-sized sections
related to neuroscience is relatively small. Specifically, "46 Neuroscience and Related
Fields" in Biological Sciences (Broad section G) and "51 Brain Sciences and Related
Fields" in Medical, Dental, and Pharmaceutical Sciences (Broad Section I) are concerned
(see the link below for the actual number of applications).
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/THJhc63014j3XrIKLuuxlkflmpNsazZV0OV/edit?
usp=sharing&ouid=108808342429664301804&rtpof=true&sd=true

Since proposals for the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research are selected according to
the number of applications, the small number of applications is not in itself a big
problem. However, when the number is less than a certain critical mass, acceptance
rates cannot be properly calculated, making it difficult to conduct a fair review. This
survey is to ask you about suitable combination of medium-sized categories for the
review of your research.

The medium-sized section reviews are currently applied to Scientific Research A,
Challenging Research and Joint International Research B. Research Activity Start-up
and JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowships are also reviewed in categories similar to the
medium-sized section. Please note that the basic sections for other KAKENHI belong to
each middle-sized section, and therefore the reviewing processes are closely related to
each other.

Please refer to the list for the classification of KAKENHI review sections.
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-grants/data/09/2022/review_section_table_e.pdf

We have asked multiple neuroscience-related societies to participate in the survey, but
ask that each of you answer only once.

JSPS Research Center for Science Systems
Tatsumi Hirata, National Institute of Genetics
Takahiro Chihara, Hiroshima University
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